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Inventory No: SMV.290    

Historic Name: Colson, Henry W. P. House 

Common Name:

Address: 23 Pleasant Ave 

City/Town: Somerville 

Village/Neighborhood: Prospect Hill 

Local No: 457; 72-E-18 

Year Constructed:

Architect(s):

Architectural Style(s): Colonial Revival; Queen Anne 

Use(s): Single Family Dwelling House 

Significance: Architecture 

Area(s):
SMV.AX: Pleasant Avenue Historic District
SMV.C: Central Hill

Designation(s): Local Historic District (10/31/1989) 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
80 BOYLSTON STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02116 

Sketch Map: Draw nap showing property's location 
in r e l a t i o n to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). ^ 
Indicate north •» 
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23 Pleasant Avpnnp 

t o r i c Name H e n r y W.P. Colson 

Present r p ^ i ^ n t -j ̂ i 

Original r p s i ^ p n 1 - i a l 

CRIPTION 
e 1893 

d e e d s / maps 

l e Queen Anne / C o l o n i a l Re-

Architect 

Exterior Wall Fabric s h i n a l e s / c l a p b o , 

Outbuildings 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Condition good 

Moved Date 

Acreage 3807 sq. f t . 

Setting North ai-Le Of 1*fe 1 9th oer 

r e s i d e n t i a l s t r p p t , near V i n a l A y r 

on Prospect H i l l . 

UTM REFERENCE 

USGS QUADRANGLE, 

SCALE 

Recorded by 

Organization 

Date 

C a r o l e Z e l l i e - 1980 
nretr-hen S r h n l p r - TQfiP 
S o m e r v i l l e H i s t o r i c 
P r e s e r v a t i o n Commissi or 

A p r i l . IQfiS 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
( 

5 M V / . 2 9 0 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate i n terms of 
ither buildings within the community. 

B u i l t on a b r i c k f o u n d a t i o n , t h e Queen A n n e / S h i n g l e S t y l e h o u s e has 
c l a p b o a r d and b u t t s h i n g l e s i d i n g , w h i c h g i v e s a t e x t u r e d e f f e c t . I n t h e 
g a b l e peak t h e r e i s a r e c e s s e d window w i t h s h i n g l e s c u r v i n g i n t o t h e 
l a t t i c e d and s o l i d l i g h t s a s h . C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l m o t i f s a r e f o u n d i n t h e 
Adamesque swat d e s i g n o f t h e t r i m o v e r windows and on t h e f r i e z e of t h e 
o n e - s t o r y p r o j e c t i n g s i d e bay and t h e p r o j e c t i n g f u l l - l e n g t h p o r c h . T h i s 
house was b u i l t j u s t b e f o r e #49 V i n a l , w h i c h was on t h e same b u i l d i n g l o t 
p r i o r t o t h e s u b d i v i s i o n and w h i c h i s more e l a b o r a t e and h i g h s t y l e d but 
u s i n g t h e same t y p e s o f a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s i g n . 

USTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
w i l d i n g relates to the development of the community. 
P r o s p e c t H i l l , one of t h e most s u b s t a n t i a l r e s i d e n t i a l n e i g h b o r h o o d s 
e v o l v e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e l a t e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y . P r i o r t o t h a t i t was an 
a g r i c u l t u r a l c o m munity o f f a r m s . L a r g e t r a c t s o f l a n d were p u r c h a s e d by 
r e a l e s t a t e i n v e s t o r s and w e l l - t o - d o m e r c h a n t s i n t h e mid 1 8 0 0 s . P l e a s a n t 
Avenue was p a r t of t h e 1870 s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n f o r I r a H i l l and o t h e r s ( P l a n 
Book 17, P l a n 8 8 ) . S e v e r a l s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n s s u c h as t h i s were done f o r 
o t h e r p a r t s of P r o s p e c t H i l l . I r a H i l l , who l i v e d a t #91 B o s t o n S t r e e t , 
was a p r i n c i p a l i n m o s t . O t h e r P l e a s a n t Avenue i n v e s t o r s were E l i j a h 
W a l k e r who a l s o moved t o P l e a s a n t A v enue, and H o r a c e P a r t r i d g e . E a c h s i d e 
of P l e a s a n t Avenue was s u b d i v i d e d i n t o s e v e n l o t s w h i c h were t h e n s o l d f o r 
d e v e l o p m e n t . 

T h i s h o u s e was b u i l t on a s u b d i v i d e d l o t , f o r m e r l y p a r t o f L o t #28 on t h e 
1870 p l a n . H e n r y W. P. C o l s o n , i n s u r a n c e and r e a l e s t a t e a g e n t on Bow 
y B t r e e t l i v e d h e r e f r o m 1893. A c c o r d i n g t o d e e d s and maps, F r e d H a l e y 
p u r c h a s e d t h e p r o p e r t y i n 1895. At t h e t i m e he was a l a w s t u d e n t a t 
H a r v a r d Law and by t h e l a t e 1890s had an i n s u r a n c e and r e a l e s t a t e b u s i n e s s 
on S t a t e S t r e e t o f B o s t o n . H a l e y ' s f a t h e r , A b e l H a l e y had d i e d i n t h e 
e ^ r l y 1 8 9 0 s . I n a l l l i k e l i h o o d , i t was t h i s i n h e r i t a n c e t h a t e n a b l e d F r e d 
H a l e y t o p u r c h a s e t h i s p r o p e r t y . 

i 

HBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1. A t l a s of M i d d l e s e x C o u n t y , S o m e r v i l l e : 1 884, ("Wm. S t e a r n s " ) , 1894 
( " F r e d H a l e y " ) . 

2. C i t y D i r e c t o r i e s , 1 8 8 0 s - 1 8 9 0 s 
3. R e g i s t r y o f D e e d s , M i d d l e s e x C o u n t y : Book 2 1 08, P a g e 2 6 9 , Book 2 1 6 5, 
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FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington S t r e e t , Boston, MA 02108 

PHOTO (3x3" or 3x5", b l a c k § white) 
S t a p l e t o l e f t s i d e o f form 
Photo number 

SKETCH MAP 
Draw map showing p r o p e r t y ' s 
l o c a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o ne a r e s t 
cross s t r e e t s and other b u i l d i n g s 
o r g e o g r a p h i c a l f e a t u r e s . 
I n d i c a t e n o r t h . 

Area Form no. 
" - — 

Town 

R o l l 13:23A 

S o m e r v i l l e 

Address 23 Pleasant 

H i s t o r i c Name 

Use: O r i g i n a l residence 

Present residence 

Ownership:fx"? P r i v a t e i n d i v i d u a l 
P r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n 

P u b l i c 

O r i g i n a l owner F r e d H a l e y < 1 8 9 5> 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1894 

Source map research 

S t y l e Queen Anne 

A r c h i t e c t 

E x t e r i o r w a l l f a b r i c _ 

Outbui1dings 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (with dates) 

Moved Date 

Recorded by Carole Z e l l i e 

O r g a n i z a t i o n 

Date 

Landscape Research 

11/80 

Approx. acreage 

S e t t i n g 

Q ( S t a p l e a d d i t i o n a l s' >ts he; 



( 1 ( r 5 M V . 2 9 0 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE ( d e s c r i b e important a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s and 
evaluate i n terms o f other b u i l d i n g s w i t h i n community) 

Apparently by the same b u i l d e r as the adjacent 42 V i n a l , t h i s Queen Anne 
S t y l e house has a h e a v i l y t e x t u r e d e f f e c t due to the use of staggered b u t t 
s h i n g l e s . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE ( e x p l a i n the r o l e owners p l a y e d i n l o c a l or s t a t e h i s t o r y 
and how the b u i l d i n g r e l a t e s t o the development of the community) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY- and/or REFERENCES 

Bromley, G.W. A t l a s of the C i t y of S o m e r v i l l e , 1895. 
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